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DEATH PENALTYlLlFE WITHOUT PAROLE CASE

FILEDIN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF GORDON COUNTY Clerk Superior Ct" Gordon County

STATE OF GEORGIA .

9 2005
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

MAY

Brian Brannon
Clerk

STATE OF GEORGIA,

Indictment No. 16471

v.

JERRY 

WILLIAM JONES,

PLEA IN BAR TO PREVENT THE STATE FROM SEEKING
THE DEATH PENALTY ON THE GROUNDS OF DISPROPORTIONALITY

JERRY WILLIAM JONES, through undersigned counsel, respectfully moves this Court,

pursuant to the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Eighth and Fourteenth Amendments to the United States

Constitution; Article I, § I, ~~ I, II, N, V, VII, IX, X, XI, XII, XIII, XIV, XVI, XVII, XVlli,

XXIV and x:xvm of the Constitution of the State of Georgia, international law, as well as

statutory and jurisprudential authorities cited below, and all other applicable constitutional,

andinternational standards,international law, evolvingtreaty,statutory, customary

jurisprudential authority to bar the District Attorney from seeking the death penalty in this case

because the imposition of a death sentence in this matter would be disproportionate and arbitrary.

In support, counsel states:
1. JeiTy Jones is on trial for his life. The State, through the District Attorney, has

announced its intention to kill Jerry Jones, a hUll1an being, by lethal injection.

"The fundamental respect for humanity underlying the Eighth Amendment's2.

prohibition against cruel and unusual punishment gives rise to a special 'need for reliability in

the deteriDination that death is the appropriate punishment' in any capital case." Johnson v.



Mississi~~i, 486 U.S. 578, 584 (1988) (citations omitted). It is well established that when a

defendant.'slife is at. stake, a court must. be "particularly sensitive t.oinsure 1:hat. every safeguard is

observed." Gregg v. Georgia. 428 U.S. 153, 187 (1976). This heightened standard of reliability is

"a natural consequence of the knowledge that execution is the most irremediable and


